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ST- PATRICK'S CATHEBEAL, DUBLIN. 
Tne foregoing view of the west end of the Cathedral 
Church of Saint Patrick, Dublin, exhibits the best piece 
of Gothic architecture in the kingdom. The stones are 
from the Tullamore quarry, and are of the most durable 
description; and the workmanship has been executed by 
the Pirm of Henry, Mullens, and M'Mahbn, which, in addi- 
tion to the north transept recently rebuilt by them, it is 
but justice to say does great credit to the Firm, who^ we 
are informed, have manifested more zeal for renovating 
the Cathedral agreeably to its original style of architec- 
tui'e than to any pecuniary profits to themselves. The 
restoration of this ancient door and window will remain 
a lasting testimonial to future ages of their taste and abi- 
lities as builders as well as a specimen of Irish architec- 
ture. The great window has been erected at the sole ex- 
pense of the Very Rev. Henry Richard Dawson, the pre- 
sent dean of the Cathedral, for which he pays six hundred 
pounds. The door and other repairs, by the Dean and 
Chapter, to be paid for by instalments out of the Econo- 
my Fund, as circumstances will permit. The great west- 
erly door now stands six feet under the level of the small 
modern one that has been removed. You now enter by 
an easy flight of steps, descending from the street in front 
of the Church, which has been sunk to the original level 
of the door when the Cathedral was first built, the street 
in front having been raised from time to time upwards of 
siac feet, to prevent the frequent inundation of the Poddle 
river, which runs in. front of the church ; but those inun- 
dations have of late years been enirely prevented, by re- 
moving mills and other obstructions, and frequently clean- 
ing the bed of the river. It is hoped that the mimificent 
example of the Dean will be followed by the Archbishop 
of Dublin and the dignitaries and prebendaries of the Ca- 
thedral, together with the Knights of St. Patrick, by put- 
ting in a new window each, at their own expense, thereby 
restoring to its pristine grandeur this venerable pile, which 
ha's nearly stood the lapse of seven hundred years, having 
been built by John Comyn, the first •English Archbishop 
of Dublin, shortly after the conquest, when King John 
was lord of Ireland, in 1190. Since that period the Ca- 
thedral has fiuifered in common with other public build- 
ings in Ireland during the civil wars. It was suppressed, 
and its revenues seized on by Henry the Eighth. During 
the reign of Edward the Sixthj the Cathedral was appro- 
priated to the Courts of Law, and the Manses of the Ca- 
nons to the officers of those courts, but was again restored 
by Philip and Mary in as full and ample a manner as it 
had been enjoyed at any time before its dissohition, dur- 
ing the civil wars between the parliament and King Char- 
les the first, when CromweHwas in Dublin, he made the 
Cathedral a stable for his horses, and it has caused much 
surprise how so many of the monuments escaped the de- 
struction of bis fanatic soldiers. ' After the. restoration 
it was again converted to the pious purposes of its origi- 
nal founders ; and a new charter, with additional grants 
of land made by King Charles to the Vicar Ciliorab The 
interior of the Cathedral, during the last twenty years, 
has been much impiroyed and large sitrhs of irioney Ex- 
pended on the orgaB, which is reckoned the best ira the 
kingdom. Miiphsti If remain to W done towards restor-, 
ing this ancient structure, the funds of which are so smalt, 
the Dean and Chapter Have had to borrow rh<:>ney on ih- 
terest for the purpose of executing these laUpecessar^ 
repairs. 



''A l^OllEST-pH^pmp.'*' 

From the vicissitude of season winch takes pin ca In the 
temperate clime we hduibit, the irihabitantB can form but 
a very faint idea of many of the miseries experienced by 
settlers |n"|ess iavoureci lands. Among others the fVe- 
qu£?iitjfirefi which take place in the fV>rcsts, and \<}iieh, 
sweeping like a flash of l/^hUiij)g, oi- ivirh the etect of a 
tornado^ devastate the entire country for nsilcs aroniid. 
The fbllbwing awfui clescriptiou of one of tiiese *'ibrest 
^rcs" we copy from that jiisily celebrated work relative to 



the Birds of the united states of America, from which oui* 
readers will remember we some weeks since quoted the 
interesting account of the "Habits of the Turkey." H. 
Audubon relates if as from the mouth of an individual 
who witnessed it, and thus described its effects : 

" About*twenty-five years ago, the larch or hackmitack 
trees were nearly all killed by insects. This took place 
in what hereabouts is called the ' black soft growth' land, 
that is, the spruce, pine, and all other fu's. The destruc- 
tion of the trees was effected by the insects cutting the 
leaves, and you must know tliat, although other trees are 
not killed by the Joss of their leaves, the evergreens always 
are. Some few years after this destruction of the larch, 
the same insects attacked the spruces, pines, and other 
firs, in such a manner, that before half a dozen years were 
over, they began to fall, and tumbling in all directions, 
they covered the whole countr^^ with matted masses. You 
may suppose that, when partially dry or seasoned, they 
would prove capital fuel, as well as supplies for the de- 
vouring flames which accidentally, or pei'haps by inteii- 
tion, afterwards raged over the country, and continued 
burning at intervals for years, in man}' places stopping all 
communication by the roads, the resinous nature of the 
firs being of course best fitted to ensure and keep up the 
burning of the deep beds of dry leaves of the other trees. 

^ ,¥: * # # ^ * ife 

*' 'I dare say that what I have told you brings snd re- 
collections to the minds of my wife and eldest daughter, 
whO;, with myselfi had to fiy from our home, at the time 
of the great fires. I "felt so interested in his relation of the 
the causes of the burnings, that I asked him to describe 
to nie the particulars of his misfortunes at the time. 
■■* # ■ * * ^ ^^ ■■ # #■ ^ 

*^ ' It is a difficult thing. Sir, to describe?, but I will dp 
my best to make your time pass pleasantly. We were 
sound asleep one nighty in a cabhi about a hundred miles 
from thisj when about two hours before day, the snorting 
of the horses and lowing of the cattle which I had ranging 
in the woods suddenly awakened us. I took yon riiie, 
and went to the door to see what beast had caused the 
hubbub, when I was struck by the glare of light reflected 
on all the trees before me, as far as I could see through 
the woods. My horses were leaping about, snorting 
loudly, and the cattle 'ran among them with their tails 
raised straight over their backs. l)f) going to the back o 
the house, I plainly heard the crackling made by the 
burping brushwood, and saw the ilames coming towards 
us in a far extended line. T ran to the hquse, told my 
wife to dress herself and the child as quickly as possible, 
and take the little money we had, while I managed to 
to catch and saddle the two best hqrsek. All this yxus 
done in a very short time, for I guessed that every mo- 
ment was precious to us. 

« ^ We then mounted, and made off from the lire. My 
wife> who is an excellent rider, stuck close to me; my 
daughter, who was then a small child, I took in one arm. 
Wl) en making pi^ as I said, | looked back and saw that 
the Irightflil blaze was close upoii U3, and had aires dy 
Imd hold of the house, ^j good hfU^ there was ^ horn 
at|:ached to my huptlngclptjies, and f blew it, to bring 
after us, if possibly, the remainder of my Uw stock, as 
well as the dogs. The catiie followed fer a while; hut, 
before an hour had elapsed, they all nih as if mad through 
the woods, and that, Sir, was the last of them. My d^»g?^, 
too, zslthoiigh at all other times fjxtreradytractabje, nm 
after the deer that In bf^'dles sprung before us, as if hdiy 
aware of the death that was so rapidly approach in;^* 

^'' We beard blasts from the horns of otir nei^hboar;?, 
as we prpceede<i, aud knew thai they were in tW muQ 
pfedicamentv' Jnlcnt on strlvrng tolhe^'utn^fHt' to' pre* 
j«erye outlives^. 1; thought of'a iarge'hdie, Bome ■miles' ofi; 
Which might pas^ibly check the flameii j and urging my 
wife to whip tip her horse, we J^et ofl*at full speed* making 
the best wiJt we could oyer the fallen trecfs and the brosli 
heaps, w|uch lay tike so' Jiiaity articles placed on purpose 
to-keep lip the terrific ■ iircs- that ■ advanced with' a 'broatA 
fj'ont uiiiju m, ' ' '; . ■ \'''' 

''^ By this time we Goirld feel the beat; and we wen 
^%i<? that pur hors^^s would drop every instant A sin- 
gular kiiid of breeze was passing over our hcads^ and tlt^ 



